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On Beale Street, blues music evaporates into the
deep sky. The great Mississippi frames the city on
the western bank and people are in a local café
filling themselves with fried catfish and collard
greens. Behind the multi-colored, neon patterns
of street signage are weatherworn storefronts of
brick. And like any other urban metropolis, this
city is revolving in layers of decay and
restoration. The grip of spiritual neglect runs
deep, having persisted through history in the form
of racism and poverty, earning Memphis the
unwelcome rank of second-most-segregated city
in the nation.1

Despite the tense racial and socio-economic
stresses, a great movement is happening in
Memphis. A bold partnership between God and
his people is turning the city inside out,
establishing unprecedented, redemptive changes
that are restoring broken people, families and
neighborhoods. 

To investigate what a community of believers is
doing about urban renewal, I joined 23 others in
an Urban Plunge experience organized by Hope
Presbyterian Church of Cordova, a suburb of
Memphis (www.hopepres.com). For three days
we explored the impact faith-based organizations
have in meeting both physical and spiritual needs
in Memphis, and experienced firsthand a sweet
taste of God's urban renewal. 

qÜÉ_~åÇJ^áÇçåvçìêpçìä
Hopelessness or apathy is too often our reaction
to issues that dominate inner-city life. Drugs,
gangs, lack of education and poverty seem to
advance like an adversary, growing with
unstoppable impetus. Those who cannot afford to
move into the suburbs are left alone to shoulder
the decline. For those of us whose everyday lives
are not marked by poverty, we tend to live 

disconnected from those in need, or in
comfortable apathy, often relegating the poor to
humanitarian organizations or missionaries in
some far away country.

To fully understand the significance of Hope
Presbyterian's involvement in the inner city, it
helps to look at demographic profiles from the
2000 Census (http://factfinder.census.gov) that
reveal the differences between Cordova, the
location of Hope Presbyterian, and Cleaborn, one
of the neighborhoods we would be visiting. The
national average for families living below the
poverty level is 9 percent. In Cordova the poverty
level is 2 percent with an average income of
$63,973 compared to Cleaborn with a 59 percent
poverty rate and a median household income of
$10,734. What a difference! Cordova is 87
percent white; Cleaborn is 98 percent black.
Hope Presbyterian's Urban Plunge, therefore,
becomes a bridge to cross socio-economic and
racial boundaries, setting a safe groundwork for
discussion, racial reconciliation and under-
standing that the need is great and as close as a
short drive.

Living with apathy toward poverty is to shelter
oneself against the pain of knowing the truth, and
the difficulty of being a part of the solution,
similar to covering a deep wound with a band-
aid. As gregarious Pastor Rudy Howard, Director
of Luke 4:18 Ministries and one of our Urban
Plunge hosts, exclaimed, “I'm gonna rip that
band-aid off your soul!” And he did. In the
coming days, we were given opportunities first to
see, and by seeing, to ache compassionately, and
by having unearthed our apathy, to be moved
forward to act. In the following pages I will share
a few excerpts from the Urban Plunge - short
stories of transformation that we met on our
journey.



^kÉïpÜÉêáÑÑáåqçïå
We piled into our vans and began driving west;
the sound of rap music - poetic and jarring - was
beating from the radio along with the bumps on
the road. We turned onto Vance Avenue into an
infamous South Memphis neighborhood,
infamous for all the usual reasons:
crime, drugs, and prostitution.
Austere housing developments lined
up shoulder-to-shoulder on bare-
patch lawns, and for most of us, this
was our first glimpse at urban
poverty, a drive through the third-
poorest zip code in the nation, as
Ken Bennett from Streets Ministries
explained. But for Jeff Billingsley, a
participant of the Plunge, many of
the street corners, empty lots and
houses were all too familiar. Six
years ago Jeff worked in the South
Memphis, Binghamton and
Caldwell neighborhoods as a police
officer. He described the old
community as being so filled with
low-rent apartment complexes that
Bickford Street “looked like a
county fair.” 

Some neighborhoods were
absolutely lawless and deemed so
unsafe the officers didn't want to
travel the streets. What grieved Jeff
most were teenagers who had no
positive role models and no place to
go. Over time he began to believe
the inner city was filled only with
delinquents, and his hope for the
decent people narrowed. Jeff came
to the Urban Plunge praying for an
open heart and teachable mind -
eager to see a different side to the
inner city than the one of his past. 

He was not disappointed. Today
South Memphis has an epicenter for
transformation: an active and bustling community
center called Streets Ministries. Hundreds of
teenagers each week receive physical, spiritual
and educational support as well as a safe haven,
a fun place to hang out, play games and study the
Bible. God's grace has come to the heart of

Binghampton (where policemen once feared to
tread) and has become the recipient of
transformation. One organization, Eikon Ministries
(www.eikonministries.com) whose focus is
evangelism and true-disciple making, has made a
lasting impact on the surrounding neighborhood.

Their mission is to build indigenous
leaders who will change the
community and the world. To
accomplish this, children are
mentored for fifteen years, from
pre-school through high school.

We were privileged to walk down
the colorful hallways of Caldwell
Elementary School. Lines of
children walked past us with a
twinkle in their eyes and index
finger over their lips as a reminder
of obedient silence. Inevitably, one
class extrovert would leap out of
line and break the code of quiet.
Our team would be flooded with
hugs and giggles. We disrupted
many classes that day, but
unbeknownst to them, they
disrupted our day as well,
presenting us with a paradigm shift
of the hope one community of
believers can bring. Hope
Presbyterian Church was the
instigator of this hope when they
sought to partner with not one
family, or one school or block, but
the entire community of Caldwell.
Hope Presbyterian is infused into
the life of Caldwell, fostering
relationships and unifying people
who for so long had been separated
by racial and economic differences. 

At the close of the Urban Plunge
Jeff shared his thoughts with our
team:  “I learned that it's so easy to

let those decent folks who really are the majority
fall into the cracks. It takes officers several years
for the big light bulb to turn on that our attention
is drawn only to the problems. I think our
community suffers from the same paradigm.
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“I WANTED TO SEE WHAT I
COULD DO.  I REALLY

WANTED TO SEE THE CITY
IN A NEW LIGHT, BECAUSE
MY MEMORIES ARE ABOUT

WHO GOT SHOT ON
WHAT CORNER.”

JEFF BILLINGSLY



“We all saw for ourselves that the needs in the
inner city for Godly people are many. But we also
saw the fact that Godly people are already there
and good work is already being done. The enemy
and lawlessness once ruled those areas, now
there's definitely a new sheriff in town and his
name is Jesus.”

^cäáéçÑíÜÉpÅêáéí
The roof of Revival
Tabernacle Holiness
Church all but peeled
off in the freak
hurricane-like storm
last July - barely
hanging on like the
crackling letters of its
old signage. Already
deteriorated when the

storm hit, and with no funding for repairs, the
church sat empty while its members met in the
adjacent threadbare shed without heat or air
conditioning. 

When we arrived, the roof lay in a heap to the
side - a pile of old tar shingles, broken timber,
and refuse. It was our assignment, together with a
team from Service Over Self (SOS)
(www.sosmemphis.com), to remove the debris
and prepare the small church building for the
next volunteer team who would rebuild the roof
and floors. A few of us were handed crowbars and
sent inside to pry apart the platform. The planks
were soaked through, the structure underneath,
rotted and moldy. It made me think of neglect -
how people, like buildings, fall into disrepair

when their spiritual and physical needs are
ignored. I looked across the front porch and saw
a man sitting with an SOS foreman in the back of
the work van in a cleared-out space beside boxes
of tools. It was the man I had seen stumbling
down the street when we arrived. He could
hardly walk. Now he was sitting and talking.
“Just how do you put me?” The drunken man
named Darryl asked.  “You are a child of God,”
the foreman replied, and an important
conversation began. There sat a man whose life,
outside and in, was the spiritual and physical
representation of deterioration and neglect.

Several men from the Plunge took time to sit with
Darryl that afternoon, and by the end of our
workday, he was in a van on his way to a
Christian rehab facility. Darryl's cousin, Marvin,
stood in disbelief as the van rolled away. He
shared how Darryl began drinking alcohol at age
nine, and, with tears in his eyes, recounted
stories of his broken life. Marvin was struck by
the sudden turn of events.  “I came down here for
a completely different reason,” he said. “It looks
like God has flipped the script on me.”

açáåÖíÜÉdçëéÉä
It is a simple task for
any team to come in
to the inner city and
work for a day. For
many churches, small
workdays like this
represent their share
of working with the
poor. But, as I learned
from the Urban
Plunge, it is a
completely different
thing to become part
of the solution. In the
midst of the prying,
shoveling and lifting,
to notice a poor man
barely walking down
the street, and to
actually do something
about it is a different
kind of love, a
different way of doing
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“I’VE BEEN SO

UNAWARE OF WHAT’S

BEEN GOING ON IN

MY OWN CITY.  IT’S

JUST EYE OPENING

AND I KNOW IT’S

GOING TO BE LIFE

CHANGING.  IT’S

REALLY DIFFERENT TO BE

STANDING HERE AND

FEELING LIKE YOU’RE

DOING SOMETHING TO

HELP INSTEAD OF JUST

DRIVING THROUGH.”

ANGIE GARDNER



the Gospel. Hope Presbyterian and SOS
coordinated our day, but God arranged for Darryl
to walk down the street and we had the privilege
of watching the work of those who had the eyes
to see and the compassion to react. 

“What you did was the gospel. It wasn't what you
said,” Pastor Rudy told us that night as we shared
stories. That day a building and a man were given
the care they needed, and we walked away with
a living example of word and deed.

Postscript: At the posting of this document, Darryl
was successfully working through his program.
He has been sober for over one month and has
thanked the team for the help he received.

iÉ~îáåÖïáíÜ~kÉïm~áêçÑbóÉë
True to the purpose of the Urban Plunge, the
world looks different on the other side of the
experience, a veritable yet realistic kaleidoscope
of purpose, hope and possibility. Something
incredible happens when we relegate all areas of
life to the sovereignty of Christ. When gangs,
poverty, racial strife and addiction are
acknowledged in the realm of God's control, and
we take our place as reconcilers, all of us - God's
people and the people of the city - become
recipients of divine possibility. 

`êÉ~íáåÖvçìêlïårêÄ~åmäìåÖÉ
What ingredients make those serving in Memphis
successful? Humility, described as earning the
right to be heard, and consistency in ministry was
key, as Pastor Rudy Howard explained: “There is
the tendency for those of us who are educated, to
say ‘OK, I want to do something,’ and we go out

and do it, but it doesn't last. Wait. Be humble and
move into the position of being a servant. The
longer you sit there and become humble, the
more you learn. So when you do speak, you have
credibility.”

A posture of serving, and years of studying
beneath the pastor of Beulah Baptist Church was
the foundation Pastor Eli Morris set before Hope
Presbyterian became involved in inner city
ministry. This foundation of humility was evident
in the strong relationships and bond between all
the organizations as they worked together toward
a common goal.

.
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^mmbkafuWp^jmibal`rjbkqp

Included in this report are documents supplied by Hope Presbyterian that it uses to coordinate the
Urban Plunge. The documents have been slightly adapted. They include the following: 

fíáåÉê~êóEéKTF

qÜáåÖëíçhåçï äáëíÑçêíÜÉé~êíáÅáé~åíëEéKUF

mä~ååáåÖ`ÜÉÅâäáëíEééKVJNNF

sçäìåíÉÉêiá~Äáäáíót~áîÉêEéKNOF

m~êíåÉêëÜáéjáåáëíêáÉësáëáíÉÇaìêáåÖrêÄ~åmäìåÖÉEééKNPJNQF

oÉÅçããÉåÇÉÇrêÄ~åoÉ~ÇáåÖiáëíEééKNRJNSF
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fqfkbo^ovcloro_^kmirkdb
MARCH 3-6 (THURSDAY TO SUNDAY), 2005

qeropa v̂
7:00pm Depart Hope Presbyterian Church, Tour South Memphis
8:00pm Arrive at Streets Ministry
8:30pm “Urban Ministry in Memphis: A Theological and Practical Overview”

cofa v̂
7:45am-8:15am Breakfast at Streets
8:15am-9:00am Streets Ministries
9:15am-10:00am Economic Opportunities
10:15am-11:00am Caldwell Elementary School 
1:00am-11:15am Oasis of Hope

11:30am-12:30am Lunch in the neighborhood-4 Way Grill 

12:35pm-2:00pm National Civil Rights Museum
2:15pm-3:00pm Memphis Leadership Foundation
3:15pm-4:00pm Emmanuel Episcopal Center
4:15pm-5:00pm Eikon Ministries

6:30pm-7:30pm Dinner at Streets
8:00pm-9:15pm Rev. Rudy Howard

p^qroa v̂
7:00am-7:30am Breakfast at Streets
8:30am-3:00pm SOS Work Project
5:30pm-7:00pm Dinner at Eli & Patty Morris' home
7:30pm-9:30pm “Racism”-A Panel Discussion by Several Area Ministry Leaders

prka v̂
7:00am-9:00am Dress and pack
9:00am-10:00am Breakfast 
11:00am - TILL Worship at Mt. Pleasant
2:00pm (ETA) Return to Hope
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ro_^kmirkdbWqefkdpqlhklt

Arrive at Hope Presbyterian Church, Cordova, TN, at 6:30 p.m. Drive around back and park on the east
end of the building near the semi-circular drive. We will depart from Hope promptly at 7:00 p.m.
Thursday night, March 3, 2005. On the way to our destination, we will take a brief tour of the South
Memphis area. Please eat dinner before you come. We will be housed at Streets Ministries, 769 Vance,
during the weekend. On Sunday morning, March 6, we plan to worship in an inner-city church. Our
weekend will end after the worship service at which time we will return to Hope Church (probably
around 1:30-2:00 p.m.). 

tÜ~íóçìåÉÉÇíçÄêáåÖW

o Twin size sheets, blanket or sleeping bag and a pillow
o Towels and toiletries
o Mirror (no guarantee there'll be mirrors in the restrooms)
o Bible
o Casual dress, comfortable shoes (lots of walking) for visiting ministries on Friday
o Work clothes for Saturday at the work site
o "Sunday clothes" for worship. Dresses for the ladies, coat and tie for the men are most 

appropriate.
o A teachable heart and an open mind

léíáçå~äfíÉãëW

o Alarm clock
o Flip Flops or other rubber bottom shoes for getting out of the shower
o Camera
o Sunscreen
o Visor or cap
o Sunglasses
o Work gloves, work shoes
o Small flashlight (for reading at night or getting up during the night)
o Offering for church on Sunday

dêçìåÇoìäÉëÑçêíÜÉrêÄ~åmäìåÖÉ

1. Ask questions.
2. Withhold judgment until all facts are in and you have time to reflect
3. Confidentiality: What is said here stays here. 
4. Be honest with others and yourself.
5. It's okay to struggle.

vvççììïïááääääÄÄÉÉëëííêêÉÉííÅÅÜÜÉÉÇÇKKvvççììïïááääääÄÄÉÉÄÄääÉÉëëëëÉÉÇÇKKvvççììêêääááÑÑÉÉïïááääääÄÄÉÉÅÅÜÜ~~ååÖÖÉÉÇÇKK
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ro_^kmirkdbmi^kkfkd`eb`hifpq

mêÉéä~ååáåÖ
o Streets Ministries: call to secure dates
o Check Hope Presbyterian calendar for possible Urban Plunge dates
o Ministries: decide on which ministries and times to be visited
o Vans for transportation

dìÉëíëCpéÉ~âÉêë
Thursday
o Larry Lloyd-Crichton College
Friday 
o 7 pm - Ramsay Clark 
o 8 pm - Rudy Howard
Saturday Night Racism Panel
o Larry Lloyd-Facilitator, Crichton College
o Howard Eddings, President, Memphis Leadership Foundation
o Eli Morris-Urban Ministries Pastor, Hope Presbyterian Church
o Roy "Soup" and Linda Campbell, Eikon Ministries
o Rudy Howard
o Bryan Loritts
o Kirk Scott

^ÇîÉêíáëáåÖLmêçãçíáçåLmêáåí
o Hope Happening Announcement: run for 3-4 weeks
o Sign ups from comment cards each weekend
o Brochure w/registration form: on tables for 3-4 wks 
o T-Shirts

oÉåí~äë
o Bed Rental
o Delivery to Streets Thu. ________am/pm - Pick up Mon. ________am/pm 

`ÜÉÅâëoÉèìÉëíë
o Honorariums
o Petty cash for miscellaneous and for Civil Rights Museum tickets
o Petty cash checks for breakfast
o Petty cash check for Sam's/Costco for pre-shopping

iÉííÉêëLj~áäáåÖë
o Urban Plunge Attendees: 2 weeks prior or as sign up
o Ministries confirming visit date and time: 2 weeks prior
o Urban Plunge Alumni: 2-3 weeks prior
o Postcard-Orientation Notice/Reminder: 1-2 week prior
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mçëíJmäìåÖÉiÉííÉêëLj~áäáåÖë
o Post letter to attendees with tape/CD coupon: Monday after Urban Plunge
o Movie night: Malcolm X 
o Alumni that helped

`çåí~Åíë
o Patty Morris: dates, itinerary, roster
o Hire individual(s) to clean: ____________________; and __________________

jÉ~äë
o Friday lunch location: 
o Breakfast: Friday and Saturday

Manager/person talked to: _____________________
o Friday meals Volunteer: ____________________: h: ___________; 

w: __________
o Friday Night Dinner Coordinator:__________________; h: __________; 

w: __________
o Petty Cash check and tax exempt form to Friday volunteer
o Saturday meals volunteer: _________________: h: __________;

w: __________ 
o Petty Cash check and tax exempt form to Saturday volunteer
o Notify Saturday lunch volunteers of work project address
o Saturday night Dinner coordinator: ____________________
o Soft drinks and water volunteer: ____________________

Cokes _____; Diet Coke _____; Sprite _____; Diet Sprite _____;
Other: ____________; Water _____

o Church for Worship on Sunday

iáëíçÑmçëëáÄäÉjáåáëíêáÉëíç_ÉsáëáíÉÇ
o Streets Ministry: contact name/number: ____________________
o Caldwell Elementary: contact name/number: ____________________
o Oasis of Hope: contact name/number: ____________________
o Luke 4:18: contact name/number: ____________________
o MLF: contact name/number: ____________________
o Neighborhood Christian Center: contact name/number: ____________________
o Multi-National Ministries: contact name/number: ____________________
o Eikon Ministries: contact name/number: ____________________ 
o For The Kingdom Camp: contact name/number: ____________________
o Emmanuel Episcopal Center: contact name/number: ____________________
o Economic Opportunities: contact name/number: ____________________
o Manassas High School: contact name/number: ____________________
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cçêãë
o Itinerary: distribute at Urban Plunge
o Urban Plunge Attendee Roster: distribute at orientation
o Urban Reading List
o Hope Liability Waiver: orientation
o Things to Bring List: orientation
o Ground Rules for the Urban Plunge

lêáÉåí~íáçå
Thursday, _______________, 2005 ____:____ p.m. Room ______
o Video tape
o VCR, TV
o Forms: What to Bring, Waivers, Attendee Roster
o Name Tags, Sharpies

iìÖÖ~ÖÉqê~åëéçêí
o Thurs night luggage transport - Hope to Streets-6:00pm
o Volunteers: __________________________________
o Sun morning luggage transport - Streets to Hope
o Volunteers: __________________________________

dÉícêçã`ÜìêÅÜW
o Alarm Clocks
o Coffee Maker-large; Coffee Maker - small for hot water for hot tea
o Name Tags, Sharpies, Ink Pens
o Handouts
o Coffee, Tea Bags
o Sugar, Creamer
o Coffee Filters, Stirrers, 
o Styrofoam Cups, Plastic 16oz cups
o Paper Towels, Toilet Tissue
o Paper Plates, Napkins, Plastic Forks, Spoons
o Large rolling cooler with ice from kitchen, additional small coolers with ice
o Iron and Ironing Board
o Dishwashing Detergent, Sponges, Lysol

cççÇLpå~ÅâëIpìééäáÉë
o Chips - 2-3 kinds
o Salsa
o Drinks - Coke, Diet Coke, CF Coke, CF Diet Coke, Water, Other
o Orange Juice
o Fruit - apples, bananas, grapes, oranges
o Candy: Chocolate Raisins, M&M's, Mints
o Nuts, Trail Mix 
o Crackers
o Kleenex
o Liquid Pump Soap (3-4)
o Notebooks to be used as Journals
o Ink pens



elmbmobp_vqbof^k`ero`e

slirkqbboif^_fifqvt^fsbo

By my signature below, I agree to waive and release Hope Presbyterian Church, or any employees or
agents thereof from any and all liability and from any and all claims arising out of or related to my
volunteer services for Hope Presbyterian Church. In the event of any such injury or illness, should any
of the above parties offer or render aid on my behalf, I understand that such would be offered freely,
not under any obligation, and I hereby further release, and hold harmless all of said parties from any
and all liability and from any and all claims which may arise in the event of such occurrence.

I understand that my volunteer services are rendered solely on behalf of Hope Presbyterian Church not,
for example, on behalf of any general or sub-contractor associated with this project.

DATE

PRINT NAME

SIGNATURE
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píêÉÉíëjáåáëíêáÉëEïïïKëíêÉÉíëãáåáëíêáÉëKçêÖF

Purpose: Streets is a ministry with the purpose of unconditionally representing the Good News of Jesus
Christ in word and deed in Memphis Housing Developments in such a way that adolescents have the
opportunity to see, hear, and respond to the Good News of the Gospel, and to be empowered to live
a life of obedience to God. 

Highlights: Streets' educational program includes Pathways, which provides tutoring and mentoring for
two schools, a middle school and high school. Students who have the potential to attend college are
targeted and provided with a mentor for six years, beginning with the seventh grade and ending with
high school graduation. 

bãã~åìÉäbéáëÅçé~ä`ÉåíÉêEïïïKÉãã~åìÉäÅÉåíÉêKçêÖF

Purpose: The Center's mission is to offer hope and the love of Jesus Christ in Word and deed to the
community. By providing spiritual direction, social service programs, educational enrichment,
organized sports, and business experience, the Center seeks to empower individuals in a way so that
they may be elevated out of poverty and into full participation in the mainstream of society. 

Highlights: Emmanuel participates in the Inner City Sports and Recreation Association (ICSRA), a
program that offers year-round sports to youth from ages 4-19. This effort is designed to eliminate
truancy, criminal and delinquent behavior, improve health and overall fitness, and to create discipline.
This association is a collaboration of community-based organizations committed to providing quality,
organized sports for inner-city youth. 

l~ëáëçÑeçéÉEïïïKÜçéÉéêÉëKÅçãF

Purpose: To demonstrate Christ's love to an under-resourced community by elevating and improving
the quality of neighborhood life through empowerment and partnerships. 

Highlights: Taking seriously God's command to care for the poor and needy, Hope Presbyterian has
engaged in partnership with an entire neighborhood, which includes an elementary school, a
community center, and seven square blocks of residential housing. They assist in every area of need
from education, health, recreation, personal finance, business and church development.
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bÅçåçãáÅlééçêíìåáíáÉëEïïïKãäÑçåäáåÉKçêÖF

Purpose: Economic Opportunities (EcOp) is a business venture equipped to provide "hard to place"
individuals with employment, personal attention and intensive care. Program participants are invited
to join daily prayer, devotions and weekly Bible Studies to encourage Christian values and strong work
ethics. Participation in these activities is voluntary and is not a condition for receiving program
services. For more information about EcOp, please email Jim Kennedy: jhksr@midsouth.rr.com

Highlights: EcOp provides full-time work, job and leadership training, and spiritual mentoring to ex-
convicts resulting in a success rate of 65% compared to the national rate of 2-3%, according to Jim
Kennedy. 

jÉãéÜáëiÉ~ÇÉêëÜáécçìåÇ~íáçåIfåÅKEïïïKãäÑçåäáåÉKçêÖF

Purpose: The Memphis Leadership Foundation is a non-denominational Christian ministry that exists
to empower urban individuals and families through creative, innovative, and effective ministry and
leadership. 

Highlights: The ministries of the MLF are divided into five divisions: Youth, Affordable Housing,
Children and Families, Community and Economic Development, and Leadership Development. MLF
seeks to provide necessary resources for urban churches and Christian organizations to strengthen their
existing ministries with urban people, partner and network with urban churches and Christian
organizations in order to create new ministries when and where necessary, and serve as a "conduit" for
urban & suburban churches as they seek avenues for valid urban missions and partnerships in
Memphis.

báâçåjáåáëíêáÉëEïïïKÉáâçåãáåáëíêáÉëKÅçãF

Purpose: To build urban leaders who will change their community from the inside out with a focus on
evangelism and discipleship for the purpose of developing economically challenged youth into
Christian role models and leaders for the inner city of Memphis, Tennessee.

Highlights: Through Building Blocks, Eikon reaches the Binghampton community one block at a time
through cleaning, prayer, visitation, yard work, and assessments. To love, live and serve the community
better, the Eikon staff has become a part of Binghampton by purchasing homes in the neighborhood. 

pÉêîáÅÉçîÉêpÉäÑEplpF`çåëíêìÅíáçåEïïïKëçëãÉãéÜáëKçêÖF

Purpose: As an expression of Christ's love, Service Over Self seeks to empower persons and transform
neighborhoods by utilizing volunteers to renovate homes of economically disadvantaged homeowners
in Memphis, Tennessee. 

Highlights: In the 19 years since inception, more than 10,000 volunteers have worked in Memphis
along side needy homeowners providing free home repair for over 500 homes in the neighborhood of
Binghampton. The ultimate goal is to recruit and encourage Kingdom minded, eternally focused
disciples of Jesus Christ.
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ob`ljjbkabaro_^kob^afkdifpq

`i^ppf`p

The Autobiography of Malcolm X by Alex Haley
The Souls of Black Folk by W. E. B. DuBois
Up From Slavery by Booker T. Washington
Strength to Love by Martin Luther King
Where Do We Go From Here? by Martin Luther King
The Evidence of Things Not Seen by James Baldwin
Black Like Me by John Howard Griffin
Black Boy by Richard Wright
Native Son by Richard Wright
The Outsider by Richard Wright
The Color Purple by Alice Walker
Black Rage by William H. Grier and Price M. Cobbs

qeb`fsfiofdeqpjlsbjbkq

Let The Trumpet Sound: The Life of Martin Luther King, Jr. by Stephen B. Oates
Parting the Waters: America in the King Years by Taylor Branch
Pillar of Fire: America in the King Years 1963-65 by Taylor Branch
At The River I Stand: Memphis, the 1968 Strike, and Martin Luther King by Joan Turner Beifuss
Voices of Freedom by Henry Hampton and Steve Fayer
A Way Out of No Way: The Spiritual Memoirs of Andrew Young by Andrew Young

ro_^kjfkfpqov

God So Loves the City: Seeking a Theology for Urban Mission by Charles VanEngen and Jude Tiersma
Seek the Peace of the City: Reflections on Urban Ministry by Eldin Villafane
The American City and the Evangelical Church: A Historical Overview by Harvie M. Conn
The Urban Christian by Ray Bakke
Beyond Charity: The Call to Christian Community Development by John Perkins
Let Justice Roll Down by John Perkins
What Color is Your God? by Columbus Salley and Ronald Behm
Discipling the City by Roger Greenway
Cities: Mission's New Frontier by Roger Greenway and Timothy Monsma
Upon This Rock by Samuel Freedman
Breaking Down Walls by Raleigh Washington & Glen Kehrein
City of God, City of Satan by Robert C. Linthilum
A Clarified Vision for Urban Mission by Harvie Conn
The Coming Race Wars?: A Cry For Reconciliation by William Pannell
Evangelism from the Bottom Up by William Pannell
Gospel for the Cities by Benjamin Tonna
Free at Last by Carl Ellis
The Gospel in Black and White: Theological Resources for Racial Reconciliation by Dennis L. Okholm 
Evangelism: Doing Justice and Preaching Grace by Harvie M. Conn
Restoring At-Risk Communities: Doing it Together and Doing it Right by John M. Perkins 
A Heart for the City: Effective Ministry to the Urban Community by John Fuder 
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Ministries of Mercy: The Call of the Jericho Road by Tim Keller
Just Generosity: A New Vision for Overcoming Poverty in America by Ronald J. Sider
Journey to the Center of the City: Making a Difference in an Urban Neighborhood by Randy White
Restorers of Hope: Reaching the Poor in Your Community with Church-based Ministries that Work by
Amy Sherman

`roobkqfpprbp

What's Going On by Nathan McCall - A commentary on current events from the urban perspective
Restoring Hope: Conversations on the Future of Black America by Cornel West - Nine of America's
most influential African Americans speak about the source of hope for their community
Why are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?: And Other Conversations About Race by
Beverly Daniel Tatum - A psychologist explains the development of racial identity.
Yo' Mama's Disfunktional: Fighting the Cultural Wars in Urban America by Robin D. G. Kelley - How
do scholars, activists, policy makers and displaced workers make sense of the contemporary ghetto?
Two Nations: Black and White, Separate, Hostile, Unequal by Andrew Hacker
Racial Healing: Confronting the Fear Between Blacks and Whites by Harlon L. Dalton
There Are No Children Here by Alex Kotlowitz - A story of life in a Chicago housing development
The Content of Our Character by Shelby Steele - The race issue in America from the eyes of the Black
middle class
Do or Die by Léon Bing - Inside look at the gangs of South Central Los Angeles
Race Matters by Cornel West
Hope and Suffering by Desmond Tutu
Makes Me Wanna Holler by Nathan McCall - To grow up Black and male in America
Member of the Club by Lawrence Otis Graham - The experience of an upper- middle class African-
American who lives and works in a white environment
The Tragedy of American Compassion by Marvin Olasky - A historical look at the American welfare
system
The Future of the Race by Henry Louis Gates, Jr. and Cornel West- America's foremost African-
American intellectuals discuss the dreams, fears, aspirations, and responsibilities of the black
community.
Amazing Grace: The Lives of Children and the Conscience of a Nation by Jonathan Kozal - The children
of the South Bronx
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Alexandra McNabb is self
employed, dividing her time
between a graphic design
business, writing, and
promoting Hope for Long
Beach, Grace Brethren Church's
externally focused ministry.

Leadership Network welcomes
your response. The primary
writer is Alexandra McNabb.

Editorial advisors were Eric Swanson, Director of
Externally Focused Churches Leadership
Community for Leadership Network; Warren Bird,
Director of Intellectual Capital Support for
Leadership Network; and Dave Travis, Senior Vice
President for Leadership Network. Contact them
via gary.dungan@leadnet.org.

© 2005 Leadership Network (www.leadnet.org) 

Want to find more resources like this one? For the
most current listing of free and purchasable
resources, some of which are distributed solely
through Leadership Network, go to:
www.leadnet.org/multisitechurchesResources.asp.
(alternate: www.leadnet.org, then select
“Learning Resources” then “Special Reports”),  or
call toll-free 800-765-5323 or 214-969-5950
outside the U.S.and Canada.  

Leadership Network’s mission is to identify,
connect and help high-capacity Christian leaders
multiply their impact.

Special thanks to Jeff Billingsly for providing
some photographs for this paper, especially the
beautiful rearview mirror shot.  

1U.S.2000Census (http://factfinder.census.gov)
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